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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 


2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Talluri 
et al (hereinafter Talluri), U.S. Patent 6,748,429. 

3. Claim 1 discloses a method for effecting a configuration change in a 
telecommunications system [Figure 3], comprising: receiving a request for a system 
change [Col 6, Lines 66-67 & Col 7, Line 1], performing a plurality of checks to 
determine if the current setting of the particular configuration allows the requested 
change [Col 6, Lines 27-32, 39-46; Col 7, Lines 28-33], updating the system [Col 4, 
Lines 9-1 1 & Col 7, Lines 6-1 1 and 39-48], and carrying out the requested change [Col 

4. Lines 12-14, Col 7, Lines 60-67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 
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4. Claim 2 asserts the method of claim 1 , wherein performing a plurality of checks 
comprises: determining whether the system change request is allowed by a current 
system configuration [Col 7, Lines 28-33; also Figure 4a, items 417 and 425]. 

5. Claim 3 stipulates the method of claim 2, wherein determining comprises: 
consulting an information database for a valid parameter setting for the system change 
request [Col 4. Lines 1-9; Col 5, Lines 64-67; Col 6. Lines 1, 9-14; also see Col 8, Lines 
44-57]. 

6. Claim 4 states the method of claim 1 , wherein updating the system comprises: 
changing the mles for other parameters in the system depending upon the current 
system change request [Col 7, Lines 22-27, 60-64; Col 8, Lines 10-17, 59-67 and Col 9 
1-6], and changing the configuration in response to the change request [Col 4, Lines 12- 
14, Col 7, Lines 60-67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 

7. Claim 5 identifies the method of claim 4, wherein changing the rules comprises: 
consulting a set of system change parameter rules for the requested system change 
[Col 7, Lines 22-27; Col 8, Lines 53-57], consulting a set of other parameter rules for 
any parameters affected by the requested system change [Col 7, Lines 56-64], and 
changing the available other parameter rules for each other parameter affected by the 
requested system change to allow only those other parameter rules that are available 
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given the requested system change [Col 8, Lines 10-17; also Col 8, Lines 59-67 & Col 
9, Lines 1-6]. 

8. Claim 6 points to the method of claim 5, wherein changing the configuration 
comprises: modifying a set of parameter rules for any other parameter required by the 
requested system change [Col 7, Lines 22-27 and 56-64; Col 8, Lines 10-17]. 

9. Claim 7 references the method of claim 1 , wherein carrying out the' configuration 
change comprises: storing the system change [Col 4, Lines 4-1 1 ; also see Col 8, Lines 
40-44], and making changes to hardware in the system affected by the system change 
[Col 1, Lines 56-57, Col 7, Lines 56-67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 

10. Claim 8 discloses a method for effecting a requested system change in a 
telecommunications system, comprising: performing a plurality of checks to determine if 
the cun^ent setting of the particular configuration allows the requested [Col 6, Lines 27- 
32, 39-46; Col 7, Lines 28-33], updating the system [Col 4, Lines 9-1 1 & Col 7, Lines 
39-48], and carrying out the configuration change [Col 4, Lines 12-14, Col 7, Lines 60- 
67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 

1 1 . Claim 9 discloses a method for operating a systems operation module in a 
telecommunications system, comprising: receiving a request for a system change [Col 
6, Lines 66-67 & Col 7, Line 1], determining changes to be made to the system to effect 
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the system change [Col 7, Lines 22-27], and making the system change [Col 4, Lines 
12-14, Col 7, Lines 60-67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 

12. Claim 10 asserts the method of claim 9, wherein determining changes to be 
made to the system comprises: consulting an information database for a rule set for the 
requested system change [Col 4, Lines 1-9; Col 5, Lines 13-14 and 64-67; Col 6, Lines 
1. 9-14, and 32-44; also see Col 8, Lines 44-57], and reconciling the requested system 
change with all system parameters affected by the requested system change [Col 8, 
Lines 10-17]. 

13. Claim 1 1 stipulates the method of claim 10, wherein reconciling comprises: 
configuring available options for affected parameters according to the rule set for the 
requested system change [Col 7, Lines 22-27,60-67 & Col 8, Lines 10-17]. 

14. Claim 12. The method of claim 9, wherein making the system change 
comprises: writing a new configuration to a system information database [Col 6, Lines 
38-39 and 45-46], and changing hardware of the system to effect the system change 
[Col 1, Lines 56-57. Col 7, Lines 56-67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 

15. Claim 13 discloses a systems operation module for a telecommunications 
system, comprising: a systems operation application interface 307 to provide access 
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functions for tlie system [Col 5, Lines 64-67 and Col 6, Lines 1-5], and a systems 
operation manager to control system operation 313 [Col 6, Lines 18-24]. 

16. Claim 14 asserts the systems operation module of claim 1 3, wherein the systems 
operation application interface comprises: a data structure containing a plurality of rule 
sets for a plurality of parameters of the system [Col 6, Lines 8-17; also see Col 8, Lines 
40-44], the plurality of rule sets cross referenced with one another to allow reconciling of 
a change in one parameter with the rules for all other parameters affected by the 
change in the one parameter [Col 7, Lines 60-67; see also Col 8, Lines 59-67 and Col 9, 
Lines 1-6]. 

1 7. Claim 1 5 stipulates the systems operation module of claim 1 3, wherein the 
systems operation manager further comprises a computer program executable by a 
computer for causing the computer to perform a method comprising: receiving a request 
for a system operation [Col 6, Lines 66-67 & Col 7, Line 1], performing a plurality of 
checks to determine if the current setting of the particular configuration allows the 
requested change [Col 6, Lines 27-32, 39-46; Col 7, Lines 28-33], updating the system 
[Col 4, Lines 9-1 1 & Col 7, Lines 39-48], and carrying out the configuration change [Col 
4, Lines 12-14, Col 7, Lines 60-67 & Col 8, Lines 1-6]. 

18. Claim 16 discloses a telecommunications system, comprising: a system 
information database containing configuration information for the system 307; a plurality 
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of modules to perform individual system functions 315, 317, 319, and a systems 
operation module between the plurality of modules and the system information 
database, the systems operation module to control all system change events 313 [Col 
6, Lines 18-24]. 

1 9. Claim 1 7 asserts the telecommunications system of claim 1 6, wherein the 
systems operation module comprises: a systems operation application interface 307 to 
communicate with the plurality of modules to provide access functions for the system; 
and a systems operation manager to control system operation 313 [Col 6, Lines 18-24]. 

20. Claim 1 8 stipulates the telecommunications system of claim 17, wherein the 
telecommunications system further includes a computer [Col 1, Lines 56-57, Figure 2], 
and the systems operation manager comprises a machine readable medium for causing 
the computer to execute a method comprising: receiving a requested system change 
[Col 6, Lines 66-67 & Col 7, Line 1], performing a plurality of checks to determine if a 
current setting of a particular configuration of the system allows a requested change 
[Col 6, Lines 27-32, 39-46; Col 7, Lines 28-33], updating the system [Col 4. Lines 9-1 1 
& Col 7, Lines 39-48], and carrying out the configuration change [Col 4, Lines 12-14, 
Col 7, Lines 60-67 & Col 8. Lines 1-6]. 
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19. Claims 19-25 are rejected for the same reasons cited above for Claims 1-7 as 
they differ only by their statutory category. 


Conclusion 

1. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Faupel et al, Patent No. 6349334, describes a telecommunication network 
management method and system comprised of a database including information about 
the managed network. The information is in the form of objects that related to the 
network elements to be managed and in the form of references between the different 
objects, with the references indicating the dependencies between the objects. The 
system handles the locking and unlocking of necessary objects, according to rules, to 
implement a system change affecting one or more objects. 

Jacobs, Patent No. 5761502. describes a system and method for managing 
telecommunication networks. The invention manages the state of network elements by 
associating and correlating network events across many different network domains. In 
addition to correlating network events, the invention infers sources of problems, 
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assesses impacts of network events, and provides recommendations based on network 
state changes. 

Jakobson et al, Patent No. 6766368, describes a system and method for 
efficiently correlating events within a data processing system and then transmitting the 
messages to various network entities in response to an occurrence of a particular 
network event. A network mediation device service receives raw message streams 
from one or more external data sources and passes the streams to the event notification 
service, which passes it on to the message parsing device for processing. After event 
correlation service processes the parsed event, it is passed to the network management 
service for resolution. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Glenford Madamba whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7989. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3932. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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